BETWEEN SUN
AND SEA

AN AUTHENTIC KEYS HOUSE
IN ISLAMORADA EPITOMIZES
WATERFRONT LIVING

n the early and mid-twentieth century,
life in the Florida Keys was simple, relaxed, and
connected 1o nature - and houses reflected that.

And though those gqualities are still at the heant of

the ]‘;r:'_'.": r.'?iF'H:J'il!"l:‘u:q‘:., Lhne ancl rigress have
brought a degree of modemity, and sven grandeur,

o strestscapes and residential dwellings,

When Derek and Tara Rodberg decided to move
1'r-:-:1'| .'"I:q."l.'-' ll."J"!'-l!:.' {5} ]'.-l.:l.r'lll:l:':l-'l:l, w!u:-r{: 1}1_:::"!" Erow
up, they wanted their home o reflect the simple
insouctance of the Florida Keys. That is, after all,

'I-'-'h:_-' |hl"_'|' warled to pelocate in the fiest Fr].'l-:_'e_:.

“We missed Jil.'i|'||':-. on the waler, s we wonted a

with water fromage, a lot of sunlight and
coastal charm,” Tara Rodbers enplains, “A place
where we could spend o ot of me sutdoors with

our children,”

When they found their watedront property on
Snake River, they hired architect Robert Barnes,
who knew Keys design almost instinctively, 1 was
born in Homestead,” Bames says. “We were toma-

to farmers, In the summers, we fished in the Kevs.
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Jeiferson Milhwork
executed the
curved bulitdn
under the staie-
case 83 wall as the
teal wall unit in
the living rooem
that Allalswstre
custem dosigned,
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I can remember as a lintle kid spending 0 much
time there."”

Il this project is any indication, that early expo-
sure surely informed his design sensibility, The
home Bames and his late panner, Sam Muray,
designed for the Rodbergs is “the epitome of what
Kevs architecture looked like when | was a kid,”

Barmes muses.

He deseribes 81 az a combination bBetween

Bahamian light lrame constrection amd traditional

Antebellum, six-bay Southern Colonial design. It
is true o the Keys' architectural identity dating
back a century or 5o, he says.

“People in the Kevs did not have a lot of decora-
tion or frills in their homes, Back then, there was
noecgo, minimal, light fnume vemacular architec

ture,” the architect explains.

Though the Rodbergs’ house is large, elements
such as gable ends with My rafter supports, a

standing seam metal woof, and abusdant porches

and covered terraces give it a lighter, more deli-

Cile appearance.

Woad siding - actually not wood but rather a com-
posite to weather the elements betler < over mason-
ry and minimal columns contribute to the crafis-
man look.

Aesthetically, it was what the owners wanted. But
more importantly, it gave them the lifestvle they
craved. Positioned along the river with long views

of the water and gentle termacing leading to a fish-

ing dock, the house is perfectly connected 1o its

surroundings,

“There is a water connection on all sides,” Bames
motes, “and  dilferenl extenor environments o
experence it in. Depending on where vou are,
there is different light and also, the heat builds up
differently.”

“It's a beautifully positioned property, during day
and night,” builder Brett Ekblom, principal at
Mative Construction Contracling sovs, “You can

Interior designer
Korry Allnbagtro
was tasked with
ereating interior
millwork and cabi
netry in keeping
with the exterior
architegtural
aasthetic.
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Composite wood
siding mnd
mccents, such as
fiy rafter supports,
givo the housoe a
light frame, crafts-
matni ook despite
its soala. & toeal
custom-finishad
wiall unit is a focal
point in tha living
room. A palette of
lime grean and
wvarious shades of
blue against cool
whites brings the
ocolors of the osut-
doors in. An oolite
terrace with tropi-
cal plantings leads
from tha poal
deck to the fizh-
ing dock. The
dock, situated an
tha Snake Rivar, is
the porfect spol 1o
aatch all manmer
of fish, shrimp
and lobster at any
tirms of year.
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stand on the dock and cateh large mangrove snap-
per, lobster, tarpon, bay shimp ... There is always

,'||:_':'i1."il}' 1T} the waler al different times af ViR r.”

IIII'H' il'll'_!]';l:lr!‘- ]Jl'ql.'l,lliﬁlll:l- !'lrl!?r:lt:!: IIl':' l"lt'.r'.l"."r:"'a
even when doeors and windows are not 0N, HI.I_i.'._'l.'
X RANEAS of ghass on both levels aidmit the sunlight
from every angle. And because exterior detailing
|'|-,L‘\. bseenn |n:||1|.|_',:,|il itilsors, the boundanes belween
inside and out are DLlurred. Dezigner Kerry
Allabastro executed the interior architectural

detailing to maximize this effect.

Practically every wall and ceiling is clad in bead-
boarnd or wood 2 i.-l:l:ill.g Nk gi'n.- the ELCE @ craftsman
eoltage look. Onher elements, such as outrigger-
style bruckets, a staircase inspired by the move-
mint of mongroves aed heamed ceiling: con-

tribsute doe thint tradation,

.
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Floors are made of reclaimed Virginia bam wood
that was engineered for greater durability. Entry
and stairwell ceilings are crafted of sunken
gvpress, laken from old logs recovered from

rivers and custom milled.

“There 12 o -eir:r“ .,'Ii] in 1his IH:-u:-r..._' I':Hrl.-l_:-m
miliea, “E'.'rrr_!.' single wall and -l,‘:-e':ilil'l;:: luas wookl ene
i.” Allabastro adds, “It's designed to look like an
old Flornda beach house, but with all the modern

amenities.”

The cottage trachtion 15 alzo reflected in the furs
nishings, A combination of dack amd white-paint-
el woods with cane and seagrazs seeents lends
an island favor, while s paletie of happy colors -
limwe grwsen, unguaoise sl sunny vellow = pliees

the bome in a southern Flondo context.

“The blues and greens reflect the outdoors and

tropical living,” Allabastro savs. “All {abrics are
eilher heavy duty or outdoor, so they can entertain,
and their children can spend tme there with

friends, without worry™

For the Rodbergs’ three voung children, one space
gets more use than any other: the bunk room over
the: garag:. I :-Jq:-e_:j.lh 1'ij.1|:|: angd inecludes 4 garme
room and lounge area o their activities can be

aelf-romtained,

Far the grownups, the master bedroom holds the
sl ;ll:-Er{'.jI- |“|1:-c'|-r-lu-r{-i:|.iny, French doors opHen
up toa broad covered termes that extends over the

waler, Eving the Space a resart-like feel,

“The bedroom s like o petrear” Tars l'lu-ﬂh-l,:r;
EYE. W hen You Lok lowen at the waler, YiME feel
like vou're in heaven,” A cottage-sivle four-poster

|:H'.'1| TR ]'illlr. Ereen I“.ni:-h. ."|.|-|}|!|F_ 'r|i1|1 .‘-|a-.'|.-l:l|u-n
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window treatments with an erchid motif, repeats
the tro sensibility of the public spaces. The
same i rae of the master bath, where white bead-
brared and a honeycomb tile floor are punched up

by a lime green fobric,

The Rodbergs invariably spend a lot of time out-
doors, around the pal deck or down on the dock,
To further connect the howse with the water. land-
scape architect Richard Brown created a tervaced
effect between the |1n|1u| and the water line 1_:|:-|i.r:|E_
golite stone and various plantings. *“There was a
grade change down to the seawall,” Brown
explains. “By using solite stone blocks in a curvi-
lincar fashion, we complemented the shape of the
wall and mode o transition between the two dis-

finel areas.”

Plantings were used mastly 1o soften the founda-

tion of the house snd accent its he_:igln. Cacanut
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palms, Alexander palms and Christmas palins
lend that tropical feel, while bougainvillea, birds

ol paradise and other flowering plants add color.

Thanks o strategic lighting, the mood is complete-
Iy different at night. “We had to create an atmos-
phere at night as well as the day,” Brown says, In
addition to fixed landicape lights, Brown intro-
duced copper propane torches around the pool.
“There is nothing like the dancing light of the
torches on the ripples of the pool at night,” the
|ﬂ|]d:-|'.'.'.-||ﬂ: -'jll,.']lil!;!t:l E’I:l“ll_]hi_!'.':-. “]l':;r a nq_ml.lq:;ﬁl.l
stmosphers.” The idea, Brown says, was to ereate
a small resort feeling: *It's their permanent home

but if feels like & getaway.”

As far as the Rodbergs are concerned, they got
whal they had always dreamt of, and then some.
Nol only is the home casual and comfortable, it

also epitomizes the Keys' waterside lifestyle.
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“We've created one of the preiiest arned most taste.
ful homes in all the heva” Ekblom zavs. “Its an
icon, d3 mew standard of |!Hki:|.||i|'|:,; i e L'|1;H_'r
Kevs, o level of aly le and I.I:I:tlil:\-' Glhers can .|..=F|ire!
te.” And as Barnes LT ES i, "I's ome af e et
SETENE |-1:-:']'iji;'.r, ]!||.I|'|'.|'.-'- |-'|4,r ever beEn iny -:_|]'.'-::r| i:|:|I [l:

fits on this prpenty like it swas .,::'n'-'.,i:c.-,- there” &
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